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" My Lords," cried Melville, " my Lords, in heaven's name, have patience, and make some allowance for one who is accustomed to command, but is to-day forced to obey."
" In God's name, then, remain with her," said Lindsay, turning away, " and try to obtain with your honeyed words what she refuses to our frank and outspoken demand. In a quarter of an hour we will return; in a quarter of an hour let the reply be ready!"
The two noblemen went out, leaving Melville alone with the Queen; and their steps could be counted by the clanking of Lindsay's huge sword on each stair of the staircase.
The moment they were alone Melville threw himself at the Queen's feet.
" Madame, " said he, " you said but now that Lord Herries and my brother gave your Majesty certain advice which you regretted not having followed; reflect well, Madame, upon the counsel I will give you now, for it is of greater importance than the other and your regret will be far more bitter if you fail to follow it. Ah I you know not what may happen, you know not of what your brother is capable."
" It seems to me that he has given me to-day sufficient evidence of his powers; what can. he do more than he has already done ? A public trial 1 oh! I ask nothing better; let them but leave me free to plead my own cause, and we shall see what judges will dare condemn, me?"
" For that reason they will be very careful to do nothing of the kind, Madame j indeed they must needs be mad to think of it when they have you safe in this isolated castle, guarded by your enemies, with no witness but God, who avenges crime but does not wara the